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ICER TAINE 

FCONSIDERATIONS 

q touching the betcer pacification, 
© and Eaification of the (jhurch of 


England: Dedicated to his moſt ex- 
| cellemr Mwcſtie. 


+1 He Vnitic of your Church, 
(Excellent TT) IS a 
thinge no lefſe precious, 
than the Vnion of your 
th 


FI hlavetrauelled heretofore: But Selowen commen - 
2 A*$ der 


(ertaine Conſiderations touching 


derha word ſpoken in ſeaſon; and asour Sauiour 
({peaking ofthe diſcerning of (eaſons) ſaith, !/hex 
you ſee acloud riſins in the ll eſt you ſay it wilbe a ſhoure: 
So your Maze#tze, riling to this Monarchie in the 
Weſt parts of the World, doth promiſe afweere 
and fruittull >howre of many bleſsings vpon this 
Church and Common-wealth, a ſhowre of that 
influence,as the verie firſt dewes and drops there- 
of, haue alreadic layed the ftormes and windes 
throughout Chriſtendome, reducing the verie 
face of Europe, to a more peaceable and amiable 
Countenance. Bur to the purpoſe. 

Itis verierrue that theſe Eccleſiaſticall matters, 
are thinges not properly appertaining to my pro- 
feſsion, hich #95. we. tdgae: da ro 
obieQ ro my ſelfe:but finding that it is many times 
ſecnc, that a man that ſtandeth off, and ſomewhat 
remooued from a plot of ground , doth better 
ſuruay itanddiſcouer it, thanthoſe whichare vp- 
ponir, I thought it not impoſkible, bur tharlasa 
looker on, might caſt mine cies vponſomethings 
which the Attors themſelues, _—_— ſome be- 
ing intereſſed, ſome led and addicted, ſomedecla- 
red and ingaged)did nor, or would notſee ; And 
that knowing in my conſcience, whereto God 
bearcth witneſſe, thar the thinges which I ſhall 
ſpeake /pring out of no vaine ofpopularitie,often- 
ration,defire ofnoueltie, parcialitierg cither lide, 


diſpoiition toimeermeddle, oranythe like _ 
»- 


,” 


the Church of England. 


7 Imay conceiue hope, that what I want in depth 
7 of judgment, may be counteruailed in limplicitie, 
7] and{inceritic ofaffeQtion. Bur of all thinges, this 
2 didmoſtanimate me, that] found in theſe opint- 
ons of mine, (which haue long held and embra- 
1 ced, as may appeare by that which I haue many 
] yeresfince written of them, according to the pro- 
] portion neaertheleſſe of my wakanetion conſent 
] and conformitie with that which your Majeftic 
{ tathpubliſhed, of your owne moſt Chriſtian, moſt 
3 wiſcand moderate ſence in theſe cauſes : wherein 
7 youhaue wellexpreſſed tothe World, that there 
3 vinfuſed in your ſacred breft from God, that hye 
principle and poſition of Gouernmenm, T hat you e- 
wer bo!d the whole more deere, than any part. 

For who ſecthnor, that many are affeed and 
giue opini6.intheſe matters, as if they had not ſo 
much a deſire to purge the cuill from che good, as 
Z tocountenanceand proteR the cuill by the good, 
7 Others ſpeake as if their ſcope were onely to ſet 
7 forthwhat is good, andnorto ſecke forth what is 
2 poſcible, which is rowiſhand not to propound. 
7! Othersproceed, asif they had rather a minde of 
- remoouing, than of reforming. Bur howſocuer 
1 either ſide as men, though excellent men ſhall run 
7} mntoextremities, yer your Majeſtic, as a moſt wile, 
Z equall, and chriſtian Moderator,is difpofedto find 
7 outthe golden mediocritie,inthe eſtabliſhment of 
7 thatwhichis ſound, and inthe reparation of thar 
Y A 4 which 


(certaine Conſiderations touching 


which is corrupt anddecayed, Toyour princely 
judgement then I doe in all humblenefle, ſubmit 
whatſoeuer I ſhall propound, offerinz the ſame 
but asa mite intothe Trealurie of your wiſdome? 
For as the Aſtronomers do wel ob(crue,that when 
three of the ſuperiour Lightes doe meete in con- 
zunation, it bringeth forth ſome admirable effects: 
ſothere being joyned in your Majeſtie thelight of 
Nature, the light of Learning, and aboue all the 

Light Gods holy ſpirit, it cannot be but your go- 
vernment muſt be as a happie conſtellation ouer 
the States of your Kingdomes. Neither is there 
wanting to your Majeſtie that fourth Light,which 
though it be but a borrowed Light, yer is of fingu- 
ler = worm and moment added tothe reſt, which 


is the Light ofa moſt wile, and well compounded 


Counſaile, to whoſe honourable and grauewile- 
domes I doelikewiſe ſubmitte whatſocuer [ ſhall 
ſay;Hoping that I ſhallnot neede to make proteſta- 

' tionofmy mind and opinion, that vntill your Ma- - 
jeſtiedoth otherwiſe determineand order, allac- 
ruall and full obedience isto begiuento Eccleſia- 
ticall juriſdiQtion,asit now ſtands,and when your 
Majeftic hath determined and ordered, that cuery 
good SubicQ ought to reſt ſatisfied, and apply his 
obedience to your Majeſties Lawes, Ordinances, 
and Royall commaundements. Nor ofthediſlike 
7 have of all immodeſt bitterneſſe, peremptorie 
preſumption, popular handling,and other courſes 
tending 


_ 11 theChrcbof England, 5 
ng rather to rumour and impreſsion in the 
rs GOI thantolikely-hoed of-:efteQt; 10yned 
obſfcruacion ofdune..- ' | _ FIC 0 
Pur bcforelenter intothe poiritscomronerted, 

thinke good to remooue (if irmay be). two opi- 
nions, wiuch do direQly confront and opponeto 
reformation, the one bringing it toanullitie, and 
the other roan impoſiibilite,. The firſtis, Ther ir 
is a24/nſt good policte to innonate any thing in Church 
matters. The other, T bat all refermat on muſt be af< 
ger one Plutforme, | HakE20 

-/| Forche firſtofthele, it is excellenily faydby the 

Prophet, Stare ſuper vias antiquas,, © videre que- 

nem/it via retta; © vera, &:ambulae in ca. SO as 

he doth not ſay, Srare ſuper vias amtiquas © ambau- 
leteineis. For it is true ,that with all wiſe and 
moderate perſons, cuſtame and vſage obtaineth 
that reverence, asit is ſufficient mater to mooue 

them romakea ſtand, and to diſcouer and take a 

iew,but it isno warrant to guideor conduct the; 

aiuſt groundIay it is of deliberation, but not of 
* direftion. Bur on the other ſide, who knoweth 
7 notthattimeis truely compared toaftreame, that 
* caricthdowneſreſhand pure waters intothar falr 
fea of corruption which enuironeth all humane 
ations? And thereforeif men ſhallnor by his in- 
duftric, vere, and policic, as it were with the 
cate roweapainſt the ſtreame and inclination of 
ne; all inftymrionsand A Via they _ 


ly op es Gl So old areas en | 
and wholeſome: Lawes made e- 
very third:or fourth:yeare-in Parliaments aſſein! 
bled, deuiſing remedies as falt as tine breedeth 
milchiefs, & comrariwiſe the Eccleſiafticall Stare 
thould Rill cominucvpon' the dregsof time, and, 
receinenoalkterationnow for theſefjue arid fortie + 
yearcs and-more? If any man ſhalt obie&; tharif 
thelike intermiſsion had beene vſedin C jvill cau- 
ſesallo, the error had nor beene grear. Surely, the | 
wiſedome of the ws harh\beene other- 
wiſe inexperienceforthree hundred yeares ſpace 
a the leaſt. Burif ir be ſaydro me, that there isa 
difference betweene Ciuill cauſes and Eceleſiaſti- 
I as well tell me; that'C hurches:and 
br 1 neede no reparations ,*rhough caſtles 
ouſes: doe; whereas commonly to ſpeake 
wk dilapidatioris of theinward andſpirituall e- 
difications ofthe Church ofGod arcin alttimes 5 
greatyas the ourward and materiall. Sure I an, 
thachevery wordandftite of Reformation wed 
by our'Sauiorir, ab initio pou fu'r-ita, was applyed 
ro'C harch-matters, and thoſe of the higheſt na- 
treconeerning the Law moral," 
2:1! Neutertheleile he were bottwmtankefalt ela 
vnwile'that would denie, bur thatithe Churthof 
Bng/and during the rimg of Queene Hizabah of 
famous 


hos Er Ocr- 
of the C Rn, as, many a" ENS of of 
them aceveryholyand good, GS e-y5u 
_ WeretoinditeanEpililetorhe arch obEn 
25he didrothem of 4/za, it.would ſurc Rt _ 
| bop erm. aduer ſus re; panca. And no Dre for 
oint, ſauing ghar/as anappendixe. thereunto, 
xis nor amiſſe 19:tQuch that obirRion, whichis 
made to the time and.;net;rothe. matter, preten= 
dingthatif Reformation were necellarie,, y 
_ Werenotnowlcalonable atygur, 214167) 
vance. Yer ippocraret fairy Siqnidmances prici- 
Po mone.' And the wifedome of all examples d 


_ that the wileſd #rince, 25 oy haye cuer 
'\S$: ;.1:B-2 : beene 


SATISH |: 
_ 


--. 
”e 


\ » Certaine Conſederations touching 
been the moſt ſparing inremoouing or alteration 
of ſeruants and officers vpon their comming ity 
fo for remoouting of abuſes andenormities, and 
for reforming of Lawes and the'policie of their 


States, they haue chiefly ſought to. enable and 


commend their beginnings therewith, ing 
thar the firſt hes. row with people continue 
long,and when mens mindesaremoſtin e 2- 
tio1and(uſpence,thenarethey'beſt wrought and 
managed. And therefore it ſcemeth ro me, that as 
the ſpring of nature;] meane the ſpring of the 
yeare, tsthe beft rime for purging and medici- 
ningthenaturallbody;ſotheſpring of Kingdoms, 
is the moſtproper fealon forthe purging andrec- 
tifying of polinque bodyes. 

There remaineth yer an obieQion rather of 
fuſpitionthen of reaſon, 'andyeriſuch as I thinke 
makethagrear impreſSion in the mindes of very 
wiſe and well affeted perſons which is, Thar if 
way bermen romutation;though it be in taking away 4- 
bufes, yet it may ſo acquaint men with ſmeerneſie of 
chame,erit will oudermine the ſlabjlitic exexef rhas 


huchis ſoundand 30rd. This (urely had beene 2 | 


rn true allegation in the ancient conten- 
ions and diviſions berweene the people and the 
Senate of Rome, wherethings were caryedatthe 
appetites of multirudes'which can nener keepe 
withinthe compaſſe ofany moderation. Burrhele 
things being wich vs to haue an orderly pallage 
vngera King who hath a Rojallpower,$ m— 

pucgee 
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{ © theChurchof England. 
Fudgemear, and knoweth as well the meaſure of 
kings,as the nature of them, is ſurcly aneedleſſe 
Rice: For theyneed not doubt, but your Maie/tic 
mithche adutſe of your Councell,wil difcerne what 
Jings are intermingledlikethe tares amorigſtthe 
Enbcar which hauerheir rootes ſo inwrapped and 
mangled, as the one cannot be pulled vp without 
angering the other , & whar ace mingtcd, bur 
shechafſe & the corne,whichneeds butafanne 
pli and ſeuerthem. So much rherefore for the 
i point of no reformation tobeadmirted art all, 
For the 2. point, That there ſhould Be but one 
Yirme of Di/cipline in allchurches, &that impoſed 
Thaneceſsitic of a comandemem & preſcriprout 
wardof God; it is a matter Volumes haue 
200K; of, _— cannot _ a 
redargution, Ifor my part do conteſſethar in 
theſcriprtures,l orktmence find any ſuch 
king, but that God had left the likelibertieto the 
rch-row2rnment, as he hath done to the Cinile- 
wertiment,to bevariedaccording to time & pla- 
tand accidents, which ricucrtheles, his high & 
I luine proaidence:dorhorder '& diſpolc; for all ci- 
| ers are reſtrained from God vntothe 
Jmcrallprounds of luſtice &maners, but the po- 
Yices'& formesoftheimare left free. So:that Xo- 
wehies &kingdoms, Senares & Seignories, popu- 


 Firfiates and Comunalties,arec all lawfull.& where 


ltyareplantedoughtro be maintained inniolare. 
{ 4 o- 


ti Certaine'Confiderations touching 
." SolikewiſeinChurch-marters, the ſubſtance of 
Doctrine is immutable , and fo are the generall 
Rules ofgouernment; but for Rites and Ceremo- 

- nies and for the perticular 'H:erarchies, policies, 
and diſciplines of churches, they belctt at large, 
And therefure itis good we returne vnto the an- 
cient bonds of vnitie,in the Church of God, which 
was one Fazth, one Baptiſme, and not one Hierar- 
chie, one Diſcipline, and that wee: obſerue the 
lteagueot Chriſtians as itis pennedby our Sauiour 
Chrift whichis in ſubſtance of doarinethis, Hee 
that is nor with vs js againſt vs.Butinrhings indiffe- 
rent and but of circumſtance, this, Hee that is nor 
azainſt vs,is withvs. Intheſethings ſoas the gence- 
rallrules be obſerued har Chriſts Flockebefed; that 
there bee a ſucceſsionin Byſhop sand Miniſters, which 
arethe Prophersof the New Teftamenr ;that there 
be a due &reuerent vie ofthe power of the Keyes; 
that thoſe that preach the Goſpel, Jane of the Goſpels that: | 
all rhings tend ro edification; that all things be done in | 
order EF with decencie, andthelike; thereſt isleftto. | 
the holy wiſedome andfſpiritualldiſcretion of the ? 
maſter-buildersand inferiour builders in Chriftes * 
Charch ,as it is excellently alluded by that Father Þ 
that noted that Chriſtes garment was without | 
ſeame; and yer:the' Churches garment was of | 
digers collours,and thereupon ſerterh downefor Þ} 


a Rule; In veſte varietas ſit ſciſſura nen ſi. | 
[Inwhich varietiencuerthdleſle it —_— | 
| wie 


\ 3. Fecitis worth the noting, that the Scripture 


'«.. the Church of England. 


Eniecourle to follow good examples and preſi- 
ents. But then the rule of imitation and example, 
Extoconlider notonely which are the beſt, bur 
which arethe likeſt, as namely the gouerment of 
SheChucch, in the pureſt tiraes of the firſt good 
| irsthat imbraced the Fa7th. For the times 
Rdperlecution before temporall Princes recciued 
The Fairh,as they wereexcellenttimesfor doftrine 
ud manners, ſo they be vaproper& vnlike exam- 
jles of outward gouenment and policie. And (6 
Youchfor this point: now to the perticular points 
Edcomrouerſlies or rather of reformation. 


I (Circumſtances in the Gonernment 


of Byſhops. 


ſit therefore for the Gouernment of Byſhops,[ 
tor:-my partnotpreiudging the Prelidentes of 
S aher reformed Churches, doc hold it warranted 

tythe word of God and by the practiſe of the an- 
Zceatchurch in theberter times, and much more 
© onuenieat' for Kingdomes then: parity of Mini- 
Z ters, and gouerament'by Synodes. Burthen far- 
therit i>to be conlidered, that the Church isnor 
$ ww. to. plant or: build, but onely to bee pruned 
om: corruptions and repaired;, and reſtored in 
7 ome decayes. | 


{aith, 


Certaine Conſiderations touching 


fayth, Tranſlato Sacerdotio, neceſic eſt vr &* Legis fur 
tranſlatio. It is not polible in reſpec ofthe great 
and necre {ympathie berweene the State Ciuile, 
' and the Srare Eceleſiaſticall, to make ſo mayne an 
alreration inthe Church, but it would hauea peri- 
lous operation vponthe Kingdome; andtherefore 
it is fit, that controuerſie bein peace and ſilence, 

Burt there berwo circumſtances in the admi- 
niſtration of Byfhops, wherein I confeſſe I could 
neuer be latisfyed. The one, zhe ſole exerciſe of their 
euthoritic; The other, rhe Deputation of their amtho- 
YI, 

For the firſt. che Byſhop giuethorders alone,cx- 
communicateth alone, judgeth alone.Thisſcemes 
to be a thing almoſt without example ij gouern- 
ment, and therefore not vnlikely to haue crept in 

the degenerateand corrupt times. Wee ſee the 
_ greateſt Kings and Monarches haue their Coun- } 
cels. There is no remporall Councell in Enclavd of * 
the higher ſort where the authoritie doth reſtin 
one perſon. The Kings-bench, Comon-pleas, and *? 
the Exchequer, arc benches ofa certennumber of ? 
Indges, The Chauncellor of England hathan Aſs | 
fance of 12. Maiſters of the Chancerie. The Ma- 
ſter ofthe Wards hath a councell of the Court; So 
hath che Chancellor of the Dachie. In the Exche-: 
quer Chamber, the Lord Treaſorer is ioyned with 
the Chancellor and the Barrons; The Maiſters of 


the Requeſts are euer morethan one. The —_— 
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RY of Alliſeare two: The Lord Preſidents inthe Mar- 
2 ches and inthe North, have councels of diners. 
7 The Starre-chamberis-an aſſembly of the Xiz:s 
4 priuie Courcell aſperied with Zords Spirituall and 
3 Temporall. So asinall Courtes the principall per- 
* fonhatheuer either Colleagues or 4//e//cr-. 

7 Thelike is to bee found inother well gouerned 


Kingdomes abroad where the juriſdiction is yer 


Z morediſtributed, as in the Courtes of Parliament 
Z of France, andin other places. No man will denie, 
butthe Acts that paſle the Byſhops juriſdiQtion,are 
7 ofasgreat importanceasthoſe that paſſe the Ciuile 
* courrs;for mens ſoules are more precious then 
7 theirbodyes or goods, & ſoarethetr good names. 
Z B3yb9p;haue their infirmities. and haue no excep- 
7 tonfrom that generallmalediQtion which is prc- 
Z nouncedagainſtall men lining, Ye /o/i,nam ſi ceci- 
7 4rit, &c. Nay, welſeethat the firſt warrant in ſpi- 
Z riuallcauſes is direQed to a number DeiEccleſzr, 


which is norſo in temporall matters; And wee (ee 


7 thatingenerall cauſes of Church-gonernment, there 
7 arcaſwell Aſſemblies of all the Clergze in Councels, 
2 x0f the States in Parliament, whence ſhould this 
2 bdleexerciſe of juriſdiaion come? Surely I doe 
Z ſuppoſe & Ithinke vpon ground, that ab iz1rio now 


fuit ita; and that the Deanes and Chapters were 
counſels about the Seas and chaires of Byſhops at 
thefirſt, and were vntothema Preſbirerie, or Con1= 


| f#orie,and intermedlednor onely inthe _ 
| C 


FA 


 Certaine Conſiderations touching 
of their reuenues & endowments, but muchmore 
in juriſdiction Eccleliaſticall, Bur it is probable, 
that the Deane and Chapter ſtooke cloſe to the By. 
ſhops in matters ofprofitand the world, and would 
not looſe their hold;but in matters of juriſdiQtion, 
(whichthey accounted buttrouble & attendance) 
they ſuffered the Byſbops to encroach.and vſur 
and ſo the onecontinueth, & the other is loſt, And. 
weleethatthe Byſhop of. Rome, (fas eit & ab hoſte 
doceri,)and noqueſtion in that.Church the firſt jn- 
ſlitutions were excellent) performeth all Eccleſi- 
aſticall juriſdiionas in Conſiſtorie. 

And whereof conliſteth this Cor/forie, but of 
the pariſh Prieſts of Rome, which terme theſchues 
Cardinals, a cardinibus mundj, becauſe the Byſho 
pretendeth tobe vniuerſallouer the wholeworld: 
And herotagaine weſee diuers ſhadowes yetre- 
maining; As that the Deane and Cyapter, Pro for- 
»za chooſeth the Byſhop, which isthe higheſt point 
of juriſdition. And that the ſhop when hee gi 
ueth orders,ifthece be any Miniſters caſuallie pre- 
ſent, calleththem to ioyne with himin impoſition 
ofhands, and ſome other. particulars, And there- 
fore it ſeemes to me athing reaſonable and religi- 
ous, and according to the firſt jnſtirution, that By- 

ſhops in the greateſt cauſes, & thoſe whichrequire 
a ſpiritual diſcerning namely inordayning,ſulpen- 
ding ordepryuing Miniſters in excommunication 
being reſtored tothe true and proper vic. as _ 

cc 
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the Church of Faelaink 


beafterwards touched, in ſentencing the validitie 


] efmariages, and legittimations, iniudging cauſes 
7 ciminousas ſymomnee,inceſt,blaſphemie & the like 


7 houldnot proceed ſole & vnaſſified, which point 
| sIvnderſtand,isa Reformartien that may be plan- 


| ted ſane ſfrepu, without any perturbation ar all, 


2 adisa matter which will giue firengthtothe 5y- 


| ſps,countenanceto the interiourdegrees of Pre- 


3 


| kesor Miniſters, andehe better yſſue or procee- 


ding in thoſe cauſes that ſhall paſſe. 
AndasI wiſh this ſtrength giuento the Byſhops 


1 byCouncell, ſoit isnort vnworthy your Mateſties 
| Royall conſideration, whether you ſhallnor think 


| lttogiue ſtrength to the general Councell of your 


© Clergze, the Connocarion Houſe, which was then re- 


; rained, whenthe ſtate of the Clergie was thought 
3 a ſuſpected part to the Kingdome in regard of 
7 their late homage to the Byſhop of Rome, which 
! fatenow will giue placeto nonein their loyaltic 
! anddeuotionto your Matzeſtte. 


For the ſecond point, which is the Deputa- 


! tion of their Authoritie, I ſee noperteCt and ſure 
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ground for that neither, being ſomewhar diffe. 
rent from the examples and rules of gouernment. 
The Byſhop exerciſeth his juriſ{dition by his Cha#- 
lor and Commiſarie, Officiall &c. We (eeinall 
Lawes inthe world, > nr confidenceand skill 
cannot be put ouer nor exerciled by depurie, ex- 
cept it be eſpecially cotainedin the original grant, 

_ and 


(certaine Conſiderations touching 


and in that caſe it is dutifull. And for experience 
there wasneuer any Chauncellor of Exzland, made 
a Deputie. There was neuer any judge inany 
Ccourt,made a Depurie. T he Byſbop is aludge,and 
of ahigh Nature, whence commeth it thathee 
ſhould depure, conlidering thatall rruſt and con- 
fidenceas was ſaid is perſonall & inherent,& can 
not or oughtnot to be tranſpoled?Surely inthisa- 
gaine ab initio non fuit $4, but it is probable, that 
Byſhops when they gaue them(clues toomuch to 
the glorie of the world, and became Grandesin 
Kingdomes,& great Councellorsto Princes,then 
did they deleague their proper juri{diftion as 
things oftwo interiour a nature for their greatnes; 
&thenafter the {imibtude and imitation of Kings 
and Countes Palatine, they would haue their 
C hancellors and ludges, 

But that example of Kings and Porenares gt- 
acth no good defence. Forthe reaſons why Kings 
adminiſter by their Iudges, although themſelues 
are ſupreame ludges, are rwo. The one, becauſe 
the Offices of Kings arefor the moſt part of in- 
heritance, and it isa Rule mall Lawes: That 0ffi- 
ces of inheritance, are xather maticrs that ſound im in- 
rereft then in confidence, foralmuchas they may fall 
vpon women, vpon Infants,vpon Lunatiquesand 
1diots, perſons vncapable ro execute judicature 
in perſon,and therefore ſuch Offices by all Lawes 
mi2ht euer be exerciſed and adminiſtred by dele- 

| gation. 
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gation. The ſecond reaſon is, becauſe ofthe ampli- 
, tude oftheir IuridiQ16 which ts as great as either 


their birth-right from their Aunceftors, or their 
ſword-right from God,maketh it. And therefore if 
Moſes that was Gouernour ouer no great people, 
and thoſe colleQed together in a campe, and nor 
ſcatteredin Prouinces and cities, himſelfe likewiſe 
of an extraordimarie ſpirit wasneuertheles not a- 
ble to ſuffice and hold out in perſon toindge the 
people, bur did by the aduuiſe of 7z+hro approued 
trom God, ſubſtitute Eldets,& Iudges; how much 
more other Kings and Princes? 

Thereis athird Reaſonlikewiſe, not much to 
the preſent purpoſe, and that is: That Kings either 
in reſpect of the Comon-wealth, or of the great- 
nes of their owne Patrimonies,are vſually parties 
inſutes, and then their Indges ſtand indifferent 
berweenthemand the fubiect. Bur in the caſe of 
Byſhops, none of theſe reaſons hold For firſt, their 
Office is eletiue and for lite, and not patrimoni- 
all or hereditaric;an Office meerly of confidence, 
{cience,and qualification. And for the ſecond rea- 
fon, it is true that their jurildiQtion is ample and 
ſpacious, and thattheir times to bee divided be - 
tween the labours aſwell in the word & doctrine, 
as in gouernmentand juriſdiction. Bur yet I donor 
ſee, ſuppoling the £yſhops Courtes to bee vied vn- 
corruptly; and withour any indireCt courſe he!de 
to multiply cauſes for gaineof fees, bur that the 
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Byſhop might very wel for cauſes of moment, ſupply 
his judiciallfunctionin his owne perſon. For we 
{ee before our eyes, that one Chauncellor of Enx- 
land diſpatcheth the (utes in equitie of the whole 
Kingdom; which is not by reafonof the excellen- 
cie of that rare honourable Perſon which now 
holderh that place,burir was euer ſo,though more 
and leſſe burdenous tothe ſutor,as the Chauncellor 
was moreor leſſeablero giuediſpatch And it heed 
be rakento that which was ſaid before,thatthe Zy- 
ſhops labour inthe word muſt take vp a principall 
part of his time, ſo I may lay againe, that matters 
of State haue cuer taken vp moſt of the Chawnce!- 
lors time, bauing bin forthe moſt part perſons vp- 
on whom the Kings of this Realme haue moſt re- 
hed for matters of Councell. Andthereforethere 


isno doubt,but the Byſhop, whole circuite is leſle 
ample, &the cauſes in naturenot ſo multiplying, 
with.the helpe of references & certificates roand 
frs fit perſons for the better ripening of cauſes in 
their meane proceedings, &fuch.ordinaryhelpes 
incident to juriſdiction, may very well ſuffice his 
Office. But yetthere is an other _—_ the cau- 
©, 


{esrhat come before him are theſe, Tythes, Le- 
gacies and adminiftrations,andother teſtamentary 
cauſes, cauſes Matrimoniall, accuſations againſt 
Miniſters tending to their ſuſpenſion, deprivation 
or degrading, Symonie , Incontinencie, Herelie, 
blaſphemie,breach, of Saboth,&other Jike —_ 
0. 
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ef (candall, Thefirſt two ofthele in mine opinion 
differ from the reſt, that is, Tythes & Teſtaments, 
for thole be matters of profite and in their nature 
temporall, though by a fauor and conniuence of 
theremporall juriſdiction, they haue been allow- 
ed & permitted to the Covrrs Eccleſiaſticallthe one, 
rw the endthe Clerzie might ſue for that that was 
their ſuſtentation,before their owne ludges,& the 
other in a kind of pictie and Religion, which was 
thought incident to the performance of dead mens 
wils. And (urely forthele 2, the By. in mine opinis, 
may with leile danger diſcharge himſelfe vpon his 
ordinaric judges, And thinke likeyile ir will fall 
out that thoſe ſutesare inthe greateſtnumber.Bur 
forthe reſt, which require a ſpiritual ſcience & dil- 
cretion inreſpeCt oftheir nature,or ofthe ſcandall, 
it were reaſon in my opinion there were no audi- 
ence giuen,but by the By. himſelf, þ= being allo a(- 
lied'as was ror hed before; burit were neceſſa- 
riealſo he were attended by his Chancellor or ſome 
others his Officers,being learned inthe Ciuile Law, 
for his berter inſtruQton in points of formalitie,or 
the courſes of the Court, which it it were done, 
the were there leſle vſe of the Offecials Courr;wher- 
of there is now ſo muchcomplainr. And caules of 
thenature aforeſaid being only drawen to the Au- 
dience of the By. it would reprefle frinolons and 
powling ſutes, and giueagraue & incorrupt pro- 
cecding to{uch caules as ſhalbe firfor the C _ 
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There isathird point allo, nor of juriſdiction, 
but of forme of proceeding, which may dilcerne 
Reformation; the rather becaule it is contrary to 
the Lawes and Cuſtomes of this Land and State, 
which though they doe not rule thoſe procee- 
dings, yet may they beaduiſed with for better di- 
rection,&thart is,the oath ex Officio, whereby men 
are inforced to accule themſclues, and that that is 
more, are\{worne vnto Blanques,and not vnto ac- 
culations and charges declared. By the Lawes of 
Enzland,no man is bound ro accule himſelte, In 
the higheſt caſes of treaſon,torture is vſed for dif: 
couerie,and not for euidence.:In capitallmarters, 
no delinquents anſwere vponothe isrequired, no 
not permitt:d. In criminall matters not capiall, 
handled in the Starre-Chamber , and in cauſes of 
conſcience handled in the Chaurcerie, forthe moſt 
partgrounded vpontruft and ſecrelie, the othof 
the partic is required. But how? Wherethereis 
an accuſation & an Accuſor, which we call bills of 
complaint, (from which the complainant cannot 
varie,& out ofthe copaſle ofthe whichthe defen- 
dant may not bee examined) exhibited vnto the 
the Court, and by Procesnotified vntothe defen- 
dant. But to examine a man vpon othe out bf the 
inſinuation of fame, or out of accuſations ſecret 
and vndeclared,though it haue ſome countenance 
from the Ciuile Law, yet it is ſooppolite ex dtame- 
tro tothe {ence and courſe of the Common-Lawe, 
as 
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as it may well receiue ſome limitation. 


( oncerning the liturgie, the Cere - 


montes, and Subſcription. 


Orthe Z:zurgre, great reſpe£t and heed would 

be taken, leaſt by inuaighing againſtthe dumbe 

Miniftrie,due reuerence be not with-drawen 
from the 1zrurgie. For though thegift of preach- 
Ing, be farre aboue that of reading, yetthe ation 
of the Zirurgie is as high and holyas that of the 
Sermon. It is ſaid, Donmes mea,dommus orationts voca- 
bitur, the houſe of prayer, not the houſe of prea- 
ching, And whereas the Apoſtle ſaith: How ſhall 
men call vpon him on whom they haue nor beleeued? 
and how ſhall they beleene wvnleſſe they heare? and how 
ſha!l they heare without a Preacher? It appeareth 
thataspreaching is the more originall, ſoprayer 
isth&more finall, as the difference 15 betweenethe 
ſeede and thefruite, for the keeping of Gods Law 
isthe fruite ofthe teaching ofthe Law, and Pray- 
er, or Inuocation, or Dinine ſernice, Or Liturgie (tor 
theſe be but varieties of termes) is the media; hal- 
lowing of the Name of God, and the principal 


worke of the firſt Table, and of the great Com- 
! mandementof the Law of God. Iris true that the 
preaching oſthe holy word of God, is the fowing 


ofthe {eed,it is the lifting vp of the braſenſerpent, 
| D he 
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the Miniſtrie of Faith and the ordinarie meanes of 
ſaluation,bur yer it is good to take example, how 
that the beſt Actions of the worſhip ot God may 
be extolled exceſliuely and (uperſtitiouſly. As the 
extolling ofthe Sacrament bred the (uperſtition 
of the Maſſe; the extolling of the Liturgie & pray- 
ers, bred the ſuperſtition of the monaſticall or- 
ders & orai{ons; And ſono doubt preaching like- 
wiſe may be magnifyed &extolled (uperſtitiouſly, 
as ifalthe whole body of Gods worſhip ſhould be 
turned into an eare. Soas none (as tuppoſe) of 
ſound judgement, willderogate fr6 the Liturgie, 
ifthe formerthereof be inall parts agreeabletothe 
word of God, the example ofthe Primitine Church, 
& that holy decencie which S.P4aul commendeth, 
And therfore firſt, thatthere bea ſet forme of prai- 
er, &thart it be nor left, either to an extemporall 
forme, or to anarbitrarie forme. Secondly, that it 
conliſt as wel of lawdes,hymnes,&rhank(giuings, 
as of petitions, prayers and (upplications. Thirdly, 
that the forme thereof be quickened with ſome 
ſhorrnes ,and diuerlities of prayers & hymnes and 
with ſome interchanges of the voyce of the peo- 
ple, aſwel as ofthe voyceofthe Mmi/ter.Fourthly, 
that iradmit ſome diſtinftions of times and come- 
morations of Gods principall benefits, as well ge- 
nerallas particular, Fiftly, that prayers likewiſe be 
appropriated toſcuerall neceſſities & occaſions of 
the Church. Sixtly,that there be a Cy 
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words & Liturgic inthe adminiſtration of the $4- 
cramenrs,and in the denouncing of the cenſuresof 
the Charch, and other holy aQtions &ſolemnities. 
ThelethingsIthink wilnot bemuchc6trouerted. 
Bur for the particular exceptions to the Litur- 
ie in forme as itnow ſtands, | thinke diuerſe of 
allowing they were juſt, yet ſeeme they nor 
to be waighty,otherwiſe then that nothing oughr 
to beaccountedlight in matters of Religion & pi- 
etic, asthe Heathen himſelfe could ſay, Eriam val- 
tu ſepe ledirur picras, That the word Prieſt ſhould 
not bee continued eſpecially with offence, the 
word Afiniſter being already made familiar. This 
may beſaydthart it 1s a good Rule intranſlation, 
neuer to confound that none wordin the tranſla- 
tion, which is preciſely diſtinguiſhed in 2. words 
mtheoriginal,for doubt ofxquiuocationand tta- 
ducing. And thereforeſceing the word Igzad@ny&- 
and jig be alwayes diſtinquiſhed in the originall, 
and the one vſed for aſacrificer,the other for a Mi- 
niſter. the word Pr:eſt being made comon toborh, 
whatſocuer thederivatis be,yetin vſe it confoun- 
deth the Minter withthe Sacrificer. And for an cx- 
ample, of this kinde,[ did euer allow the dilcreti- 


7 onandrtendernes of the Rhemſhtranſlation inthis 

7 Poynt, that finding in the originall the VVord 
2 «ra andneuer ior, doeeuer tranſlate Charitte, 
Z andneuer Loxe, becaule of the indifferencieand 
7 zquiuocationof the word with impure Loue. 


D 2 Touching 


Certaine Conſiderations touching 


Touching the Abſolution, it isnot vnworthie 


conſideration whether it may not be thought vn- 
proper and vnneceflarie, for there are but two 
forts of Abſolution, both ſuppoſing an obligation 


precedent: the one vppon an Excommunica- 


tion, which' is Religious and primitiue; the 
other vppon Confeſlion and Pennance which 
is {uperſtitious, or at leaſt politiue, and both par- 
ticular, neither generall. Therefore ſince the 
one istakenaway, and the other hath his proper 
caſe, what dotha generallabſolution wherinthere 
is neither Pennance nor excommunication pre- 
cedent? For the Church neuer looſeth, but where 
the Church hath bound, And ſurely, may thinke, 
this at the firſt was allowed ina kinde of (pirituall 
diſcretion, becauſe the Church thought the peo- 
ple could not be ſuddenly weaned from their con- 
ceit of aſſoyling, ro which they had been (o long 
accuſtomed, 

For Confirmation, to my vnderſtanding the 
ſtate of the Queſtions, whether it beenor a mat- 
ter miſtaken and altered by time,and whether that 
be not now made a ſubſequent to Bapriſme,which 
was indeed an inducement to the Communion, For 
whereas in the Primitive Church, children were 
examined of their Faith before they were admit- 


tedro the Communion, time may ſeeme tro haue - 


turned it to referre as if it had beento recemea 


confirmation of their Bapriſrwe. , 
of 
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For Priuate Baptiſme, by Women or Lay- 
2 perſons, the beſt Dinzves doe viterly conderaneit, 
7 and] heare it nor generally defended, 2nd I have 
Z often maruclled that where the Booke in the Pre- 
7 faceto png Baptiſme,dothacknowledge that 
3 Baptiſme in: the practiſe of the Primirive Church, 
Z was Qtnpiuerlarie and but at ſer and certaine 
* times, which ſheweth that the Primitive Church 
* did not attribute ſo much to the Ceremonie, as +) 
2 they would breake an outward and generall or- ” 
# der for it, the Booke ſhould afterwards allow of 
7 Private Bapriſme, as if the Ceremonie were of 
7 thatneceſſttieas the very Inſtitution, which com- 
2 mitted Baptiſme onely to the Miniſters, ſhould 
7 beebroken inregard of the ſuppoſed neceſitie. 
b And therefore this poynt of all others, Ithinke was 
2 buta conceſsum propter duritiam cordis. 

7?  Fortheformeof celebrating AZatrimonie; the 
= theRing (cemeth to many euen of vulgar ſence 
7 andynderſtanding, aCeremonienot graue, ſpeci- 
2 dlyto be made, (asthe words make it) the eſlenti- 
; apart of the ation, beſides ſome other of the 
! words arenotedin ſpechtobenorſodecent & fir. 
* For MuſickeinChurches, Thatthere ſhould bee 
* ſinging of Plalmes and ſpirituall ſongs, isnot de- 
7 nied, ſothe Queſtionis De ods; wherein if a man 
] will looke attentiuely into the order and obſer- 
7 uanceof it, it is calie to diſcerne, berweene the 
! wikdomeofthe Inftitution ,and the exceſſeotthe 
k | D 3 late 
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late times, For firſt, there are noSongs or Verſes 
ſung by theQuire, which are not ſuppoſed, by 
continuall v{e,to be ſo familiar withthe peopleas 
they haue them without -booke, whereby the 
ſound hurteth not the vnderſtanding, and thoſe 
which cannot read vponthe booke, are yet parta- 
kers of theſence & may follow it with their mind. 
So againe, after the reading of the Word of God, 
it was thought fit there ſhould be ſome pale, for 
holy meditation before they proceeded tothereſt 
ofthe ſeruice; which payyſe was thought fittobe 
filled rather with ſome graue ſound, thenwitha 
ſtill filence, which was the reaſon of the playing 
vpon the Organs after the Scriptures read. All 
which wasdecent andtending to edifycation.But 
then the curioſitie of diuilionand reports, and 0- 
ther figures of Mulicke, hauenoaffinty with the 
reaſonable ſeruice of God, but were added inthe 
more pompous times. 

For the Cap and S#rplice, ſincethey bethings in 
theirnature indifferent,& yer by ſome held ſuper- 
flitious, &that thequeſtion is berweenſcience & 
conlcience, it ſeemeth to fall withinthe copaſle of 
the Apoſtles rule,which is, that the ſtronger dodeſ- 
cend & yeeldto the weaker. OQnely,the difference 
is,thar it wil be materially ſaid, thatthe rule holds 
berween priuate man ,& priuate man, but not be- 
tween thec6ſcience ofa priuate man, &the order 
ofa Cimrch. Bur yet lince the queſtionatthistime 
is ofa tolleration , not by conniuence which may 
incourage 
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2 ncourage dilobedience, but by Law which may 
7 giucaliberty,it is good againe to be aduiſed,whe- 
| her it fallnot withinthe equity of the former rule, 
Z Therather becauſe the litencing of Minifters by 
Z thisoccalton,isin this (carcity ofgood preachers, * 
2 apuniſhment thatlights vponthe people, as (well * 
Z zyponthe partie. And for the Suſcr/prion, itlee- 
; _—_ be inthe nature of a confeſſion, &there- 
7 fre more proper to binde inthe vnitie of Fairh,& 
7 wbevrgedratherfor Articles ofdoctrine,then for 
7 Rites & ceremonies & points of outward gonern-* 
2 ment. For howloeuer politick con{Merations and 
© reaſons of State may require vniformitie, yet chrt- 
* fan &diuine grounds looke chiefly vpon vaitie. 
Z Touchms a Preachins Miniitrie. 
. - Ar ſpeake of a learned AXiniſtrie,it is true, that 
7 © the worthinesof the Paſtors & Miniſters ts of 
7 alother points ofreligionthe moſt ſummarie;[ do 
7 notlay the greateſt, bur the moſt effeCtual towards » 
7 thereſt, Buthereinto my vnderſtanding, while 
! mengo onin Zealeto haſten this worke ; they are 
2 not aware of as great or greater inconenience 
7 then that which they feeke ro remooue. For, 
7 while they —_ againſt a dumbe Miniſtrie,, 
they make roo ealie and roo promiſcuous an al- 
© bwance of ſuch as they account Preachers; ha- - 
. 2 uingnor reſpect inough to their learnings m 0- 

7 ther Artes, which are hand-maydes ro Diuint- 
] ti; nor reſpe& inough to the gift it (elfe which - 
7 many times is none at all, For God forbid that 
caery 
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euery man that can take vnto himlelfe boldneſſe to 
{peakean houre together ina Church vpona Text, 
thould bee admitted for a Preacher though hee 
meaneneuer {o well 1 know thereis a greatlati- 
tude in gitts,and a great varietie in Auditories and 
Congregations, but yet lo, as rhere is aliquid in= Þ 
fimum, below which you ought not to deſcend, - # 
For you muſt rather leaue the Arke to ſhake, asit * 
ſhallpleaſe God, then put vnworthy hatids to hold 
it vp, and when we are in Gods Temple, weeare 
warned rather to put our hands vpon our mouth, 
thento offerkhe Sacrifice of fooles. And urely,it 
may be iuſtly thought, that amongſt many caules 
of Arheiſme which are miſerably met inourApe, 
as Schiſmes and controuerſies, prophane ſcoffing 
in holy matters and others, itis not the leaſtthat 
diuers do aduenture to handle the word of God, 
whichare vnfit & vnworthy, And herein I would 
haueno man miſtake mee, as if I did extoll curious 
and affected preaching, which is as muchonthe 
other ſide to be diſliked, and breeds Arheiſme and 
ſcandall as well as the other (for who would nor 
be offendedat one that comes into the pulpit, as 


, ifhe camevponthe Stage, to play parts or priſes?) 


neither on the other ſide, as if I would diſcourage 
any who hath any tollerable gift. | 

Bur vpon this point, I ground 1hree conſidera- 
tions,whether it were not requiſite to renew that 


200d exerciſe which was praQtiſed inthis Church 
| ſome 
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7 meyearrs, and afreryvardes pur downe, byor- 
8 derindecdfrom - the Ghurch-in regard of ſomea- 

buſethereof, inconuenient+for.thole times; and. 


inſt the-aduiſe andopinion, of one ob the. 
cateſt and graueſt Prelates. of this T:and; and. 
© was.commonly called Prophecying 3. which. was, 
2 this Thar-the Miniſters, within a.precinQ, did 
$ _—__ a+Wecke-day, in ſome principal! 
7 Fowne, where therewas ſome-auncient.graue 
= Miniſter, that was ZPreſpdenr, and an Auditoric.ad- 
2 minted of Gentlemen, or other perſons of leaſure; 
7 theneuery, Miniſterſucceſſiucly, beginning with 
7 theyongeſt, did:handle oneandrhefamepeece of 
7 $exiprure, ſpending ſcuerally ſome quartet -of an, 
/ houre of. better , and in-the-wholepſome-rwo. .. 
7 houres;-and ſo the;Exerciſe being. begunneand. 
3 concluded withrprayer, and the Preſident giving, 
4 Text for the next meeting; the Aﬀembly. was. . . 
dolued,. And this was as1 take.it, afort-nights-.. 
-Exerciſe,, which. in my opinion was. the beſt way - 


210 frame and traine vp .2reachers to handle the. 


2 -Werd-ok Godas:it ought tobe. handled; tharhath 
} deerf-praQtifed; For wee-ſee Ofatorshaue their 
JDeclaniations,. Lawyers hauc. their. mootes, o-: 
7 gicianstheir Sophems;.and auery.practiſe of (ci-. 
ence hath an -excrciſe- of eruditionand imitation, 
+ beldremen.cometo.thelife,only-Preachine which 
 mfieworthicft, anfl wherein-ir is.moſt danger to- 
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Parithes vniſurniſhedsFor thavſome Churches 


ſhould bee prouidec-of Paſtors: able £0 teach, - 
\.and..other . wholly deſtitute,.ſcemerh'to mee. 


. bee againſtthe Communion of Saintex, and Chri-. 
ftians, andagainſt NS, of-<he" Primitine 


Cinch. 


_ Touching hi a " 


Excommunication, 


Xrenmmtnieeio _ eareſijudgem 
AED wrei-yrajn Neriied in 
cauen,and _ precurſorie or. prelaſo- 
ric judgement of Chr;ft.in.the endof thewortd, 
. and therefore for this ro be vſed vnreverently,and 
- 20'bee made an* o7dinarie procelſe to fackie yp 
and done 'for Fees, how canir bee withour - 
ationtg Gods honour, afid making the pow 
She the Keyes Eone ptible? Tknow v Welchs 
deſencethereoEwhich hath no great Sree, Tir 
it yſſues foofttinor for the thing it ſelfe, burfor 
"the c6hnimacie. Idoc not deniebur this judge- 


' mentisas I aide before, of the nature of Gods 


judgm nt, ofthe which iris. amedell; or as the 


judgemet of God taketh hold vpon the leaſt (in,of 


thEifripenitEt,ſo cxcomtrunication,may in caſeiſue 
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k cie as Excommunicatian is now vitdforffor the con- 


"oj | ge pare fuch,asthe partic;as farasthe cie ' 


- and wikedome of the Church can Yiſterne, ſlag= 
. dakinftateofroprobativnand dambation, as one, 
. tharfor thattime ſcemethgiven ouer to final im- 
-, penitencic. Vpon this oblecuationT ground two. 
,  conſitcrations;-The one, that this-ceatucre beere-. 


7. : ftoredrothe truedigriiic ant.vie chetof,whitzh is, 
{ - th& itproceed notbutin« cauſes of great waight, 

] -  andthatirbedeerecd nor by any Deputie or, Ub- 
7 --- itute of the. Byſbop, bur by the Byſ bo fons 
2 .aadnotty.him ns, vari the Pl aliied. 
! 4, Theother Conſiderations, that inlien, theed. 
J. ob therebeegiuentothe Eccleſiaſticalb Conres, 


--ſome ordinaty preceſle, withſtchfortcand cox. 

 ertion asappertaineth. Tharſo- thedignitic of {a 

57 gba ftnndg entceneebcing retained, andthe needflitic * 
proceſle fupplygd, the Churchrmay bee. 

.- Indeedreſtoredtothe ancientvigor and [plendor. 

- Tothis apelpioytebweideibes other holy and 


| wood puspoſes, wavthere aBilldrawne i in Parlia- 
| [282 thethfee and rwentie yeare of eh. 


of the-Queene deccaſed,, which. was the hk 
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9 .  Wilcforthe cale of neceſſitic;.avinthe pacticular 
4)... ++ Of iafirmitic ofþedy-and the like, no-manayill 
=... cenradic, burtheir-may bec ſoine ſtubſtieution 
. 1. - ---erſuchatime-Bug thegenerall caſe eEnccelliie,, 

- >>»: is theeale of... Plurabirier, the: wang of Palters and 

. --inſuffeciencicof Likjngs donſidered.  Poſita, that 

_—_ a manedoth.aithfully.and inceſſantly divide his,la- 
"EPO —_ berwoen a.99 wr qa kindoaF nee: 
\- - -» \»« fltieLcomenow te ſpeake: of, in the handling of 
doch \Purloviess' = ! > beg Fg 
,-- - For Plaralities, in caſe the. mimberiof.able Mi- 

E. .  hiſtees were-ſufficient, and the valucof the Bene- 
1» »-- faces were ſufficicut, then B{urulities.vyere inno 
.\+- -. - forttollerable; Buewee maſttake heed we delice | 
+. +... not+contraries; For' to defire-that eucry pariſh 
- 4+ }, ſhouldbecfurniſhed with a ſufficient Preacher, 
ag and-to deſire-that Plyrahries.bee forthwith taken 
- - away, isto.delirethings ,confidering.de 
». + fa#e,therearenor ſufficient Preachers for cuery 

| Pariſh; wherto adde likewiſe, that there isnot {ut- 

«ficient lining and maintenanice in many patiſhesto  - | 
ho , maintaineaPreacher, and it makes the impoſlibi- 

ps we licic ,yet-much the greater. The remedies-1n-+e- 
rumwature arebut.three, 7 viow, Permurarion; ard 
_ - Supply... nie, of ſuch. Benefices as hauethe Li- 

uing too{mall, & the pariſh not two great andare 

, _ adiacent. Permuration., to. make Benefices more 
compatible men be -uer-ruled.zo ſomeloſſe in | 
changing a better fora neerer. Supply, oy faper- A 
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